THE   SHAN  STATES	159
classical note with all the purity of the little wooden bird of a
Swiss cuckoo-clock.
The finest group of Pagodas in the Shan States lie on the
road at Laikha, which I reached on the third day of my journey,
for having time on my hands our stages were short. These
extraordinary buildings are situated on a natural eminence over-
looking the plain. They stand round a great central arcaded
edifice of seven storeys in height, richly decorated in red and
gold. This great Pagoda, well constructed of masonry, has four
entrances, one on each side of the building. Guarding the gates
are images of elephants and lions and spirits in human form.
On the summit is a gilded " hti "—or crown. Over the four
entrance halls are smaller pagodas while around is a veritable
city of them, of every shape and size.
The authorities find considerable difficulty in protecting the
forest trees from the depredations of the tribesmen, who have in
the past cut, without restraint and without discrimination, vast
quantities of timber. The most effective measure to deter the
native woodman is the erection of a small shrine under such
trees as the forest authorities are desirous of protecting. The
existence of the shrine clearly demonstrates that it is dedicated to
some " Nat " inhabiting the branches above, and this evidence of
the presence of an arboreal spirit is sufficient to safeguard the
immunity of the tree. The Shan woodcutters employed by the
Forest Department often hesitate to fell the great trees of the
jungle even when ordered by their superior officers to do so and
it is a common practice for the workmen to ask pardon of the
victim before applying the fatal axe. They explain that as
servants of the Government they are acting under unavoidable
instructions and not of their own free wilL By this expression
of regret and request for pardon they hope to escape any ill effects
that may accrue for disturbing the spirits that inhabit the tree.
The jungles are full of these " Nats " and .every Shan who
penetrates them becomes more and more timid as he proceeds
into the dark recesses of the forests. He walks apologetically.
He craves forgiveness for his intrusion and on his return home he
will kneel with folded hands before the image of the Buddha and
give thanks for his escape from unknown evils.
Wealth brings no social advantage amongst the Shans and a
great deal of the local trade is carried on by exchange of produce,
little money passing between the purchaser and the seller. The
people have a deep and instinctive dislike of killing animals or
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